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January 29th, 2007Rev.
NEWSLETTER NO. 1

Welcome to the first annual JKA SKD Newsletter !

1. About the JKA SKD
The JKA Shotokan Karate-Do World Organization of Canada (JKA SKD) was incorporated in February 2001. JKA SKD’s function is to bring together various JKA affiliated organizations across Canada dedicated to promoting, teaching and developing Shotokan Karate-Do, while respecting the rules, regulations and directives decreed and promulgated by the Japan Karate Association (JKA). JKA SKD’s main objectives are to:

· sponsor and support local, regional, national and international amateur karate competitions, seminars and other gatherings;
· sponsor and support seminars and other activities aimed at qualifying and certifying instructors, examiners and judges; and
· support and assist other Canadian and international organizations dedicated to promoting and developing Shotokan karate.

At present, 26 dojos from British Columbia, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec are members of the JKA SKD. Headquarters is located in Montreal at 1751 Richardson St. Suite 8123, Montreal, Quebec, H3K 1G6, at the office of its founding president François Gelinas. The Board of Directors is comprised of 7 officers (Don Sharp, Jean-Pierre Cusson, Angelo Massotti, Melarie Taylor, Manon Quirion, Rosanna Eugeni and Bernard Monast) and chaired by Don Sharp. Officers are elected for two (2) year terms during Members’ Annual Meeting held at the Headquarters in February or March. 
2. A few words from the president of JKA SKD
To the members of JKA SKD Canada,

I have had the privilege and honour of being part of the JKA SKD since its inception, and part of the JKA family for almost my entire martial arts career. Our future in JKA SKD Canada is very exciting, and I am very proud to be a part of it. Now, as president, I have the opportunity to give back to the organization that I feel so strongly about.

Our group honours JKA standards while representing Canada’s unique structure (size!) and needs. From our bilingual heritage, to the sheer numbers of kilometers that JKA SKD spans, it has been a challenging task to keep everyone connected; it is a tribute to the dedication of its members that we have been successful! 

Not only have we managed to build a cohesive martial arts organization that reaches across the country, we have also been successful on a more tangible level. We have had successes at the world cup and our senior ranked members have moved forward and achieved their next Dan or instructor course levels. In the past year, Organizations and dojos members of JKA SKD have sent an impressive number of black belts to both international training camps (Japan and New York) and have had many successful national level seminars.

Looking ahead to the future of our organization, the present executive team has come up with many great ideas that we are currently working on. Our own national level training camp, our own annual nationals, and an even more significant presence in the international arena as instructors, referees, and competitors are just a few of our “achievable” goals. All of these goals have one theme in common: national unity. Having national level events and working on national goals together will allow more members of JKA SKD to get to know each other, and learn from each other as Karate-ka and as friends. I count some of the people in JKA SKD who live on the other side of the country from me as my closest friends. I hope the future of this organization provides this opportunity for many of its members in the ensuing years.

Happy New Year from the executive of JKA SKD Canada to all of our members and instructors!  Here’s to an amazing 2007! OSU!
Don Sharp

President of JKA SKD
3. Dan grading in 2006
Congratulations to the following JKA SKD members that passed their Dan examination in 2006 !

· YONDAN: Jean-Pierre Houle from Quebec

· SANDAN: Glen Boucher and Salvina Sharp from British Columbia, Bio Aikawa from Ontario, Jean-Pierre Gendron and Johanne Hébert from Québec

· NIDAN: Graham Mallet, Larry Hrusik, Louise Short, John Blake Davis, Paul Leigh and Julie Belanger from British Columbia, Mark Bishop and Jennifer Davis from Manitoba, Angelo Baaco and Pierre Van Dyke from Quebec

· SHODAN: Pierre Demontigny, Tania Zink, Robyn Orford Haley Spooner and Tammy Rowan from British Columbia, Geoff Jones, Neil Sorenson, Jane Dick and Robert Van Ginkel from Manitoba, Laura Vogelesang, Fiona Chai, Raffaele Freddi, Amjad Ali, Emma Despland, Emily Santini, Agathe Maltais, Garrik Batista, Gabriel Fontaine-Escobar, Julien Émond, Luc Sévigny and Jérémie Senez from Quebec

4. 2006 World Championship held in Sydney, Australia 

Competitors that would represent Canada at the 2006 Shoto Cup were selected in October of 2005 at the 2005 Shoto Cup Selection Tournament held in Toronto, organized by the JKAWF Canada. 

Seven (7) members of the JKA SKD participated in the Selection Tournament; Craig Blair, Joel Crisp and Merilee Zetaruk from Manitoba, Andrew Ahlsten from British Columbia, Bio Aikawa from Ontario, and Lisa Uqaituk and Mohamed Zennar from Quebec.

Andrew Ahlsten and Mohamed Zennar qualified for the team, and Andrew Ahlsten went on as a member of the Canadian team to participate in the 2006 World Championship in Sydney !
The JKA SKD sponsored members that attended the 2005 Selection Tournament and the 2006 Shoto Cup thanks to the membership fees and some fund raising events organized by members.
Melarie Taylor attended the 2006 Shoto Cup and came back with this report: 

The tenth World Karate-do ShotoCup (now the Funakoshi Gishin Cup) was superbly organized in the impressive Olympic Park in Australia. Thank you to Sensei John Russo (chairman of the Organizing Committee and JKA Australia) and his  team.

Sarah Jones from Calgary (16-18 kumite) and the famous Men's kata team from Toronto (Ray Tio, Stan Tio and Ignacio Gamsawen) brought home four bronze medals for Canada.

JKA SKD's Andrew Ahlsten represented Canada in the men's individual and team kumite events. Andrew's high-spirited performance invited several comments from karate-ka witnessing his matches.

Sensei Koji Ogata won the Gold in Men's Kumite for the second time. Will he try for a third win? 
Thirty-nine countries were represented at the General Assembly of the JKA World Federation. Professional translation was provided. Concern was expressed at the international meeting about more than one JKA group existing in a country. Representatives from Barbados, Venezuela, the US and Canada gave some perspective on the situation. Sensei Mikami spoke on behalf of Sensei Okazaki's ISKF organization. Sensei Frank Woon-A-Tai spoke for Canada.

We invite all JKA SKD members to have their sights set on the 11th Funakoshi Cup in 2009. We would like to have a big delegation of athletes, judges, and coaches as well as a large support group of family and friends join together at the Japan Karate Association’s next world tournament.

For more information on the Gishin Funakoshi Cup please check the JKA website at www.jka.or.jp/ and to view some photos of the event please visit www.geocities.com/shidokanint.
5. Quebec’s GoJu-Sai Kai 2006 Gala

JKA SKD Canada members Francois Gelinas and Gilles Delisle worked together with a group of ISKF members of the GoJu-Sai Kai (Quebec's 50 Plus JKA Black Belt group) to organize a training and a Gala event held in Montreal on Saturday May 13, 2006. One hundred and twenty (120) Quebec Black Belts united to honour four sempais who had become shodans in the 1960's. These pioneers were Conrad Montanarini, Reynald Leboeuf, Yves Beaudin, and Jacques Lapalme. A souvenir book was put together for the event and given to all of the GoJu-Sai Kai ticket holders.

The Saturday trainees were divided into four groups corresponding to the decade in which each karate-ka started practicing karate. Each pioneer and his assistant spent 30 min with each group for a 2 hour class. The four assistants were Denis Houde, Brian Matthias, Francois Gelinas and Emil Pavaliu.

The gala evening was held at the St. Denis club on Sherbrooke St. Speeches, announcements, fine food, and great conversation entertained us until 11 when music and dancing were introduced.  Interviews were conducted and articles created from this fun-filled evening of renewed friendships.  Topped -off with a stretch limo ride to Mount Royal, this historical event was documented in the Journal de Montreal on Friday May 12th and Sunday May 14th. Roger Laporte is preparing a documentary film. 

Photos can be ordered from Claude Dagenais 450.538.6338 www.twohumans.com. 
Thank you Francois, Gilles, Reynald, Yves and Jacques for the tremendous effort you put into this successful event.

6. Coming events in 2007 organized by members of the JKA SKD
	February 17-18
	Winter Camp organized by  the Association de Karaté JKA du Québec in Montreal

	March 16-18
	Spring Camp and Concordia University 20th JKA Tournament ( 20th Anniversary !) organized by Shidokan International in Montreal

	May 24-27
	Montreal Summer Camp organized by the Westmount Karate Club

	June 1-2
	Karate Marathon held by Nuns Island JKA Karate Club in Nuns Island (South of Montreal Island)

	June 15-17
	White Rock Summer Camp organized by NASKA (south-east of Vancouver)

	June 27-July 1
	Summer Camp organized by the Association de Karaté JKA du Québec in Montreal

	Fall of 2007
	Childrens’ Tournament held by Kirkland JKA in Montreal (date TBA)

	November 8-11
	Montreal Fall Camp organized by Shidokan International 

	November 23-25
	Winnipeg Fall Camp organized by JKA Shotokan-Do Winnipeg


7. About Memberships and Passports 

JKA Passports allow you to keep records of seminars/camps, examinations and other JKA sponsored events (when attending any event you should ask the instructors/examiners to fill in and sign your passport).
Coloured belts have the option to purchase a JKA Passport, however all Black Belt members must purchase this Passport. A JKA SKD membership card will be issued yearly to all members to whom a JKA SKD Passport has not been issued.
Please take note that JKA Red Passports issued in 2002 expired on December 31, 2006. Upon payment of your membership fee for 2007, passport holders will receive a JKA SKD stamp (sticker) indicating the new expiry date, to fix on the last page of your passport.

Current Fee Schedule :

· To purchase a JKA Passport : $15

· To replace a JKA Passport : $ 5

· Annual JKA SKD membership fee: $ 10 per member per year for all ranks
8. Have any comments? Other topics?
Do you have any comments regarding this Newsletter? Any other topics you would like to see addressed in future Newsletters? Would you like to publish an article in the next Newsletter? 
Please let us know! You can reach us at the following email address: jkacanorg@transrex.com.
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